Rotary Club of Winnetka-Northfield Continues

Support for Ugandan Civil War Refugees

May 19, 2007 — Continuing its more than 80 year tradition of world wide service, the Winnetka-

Northfield Rotary Charitable Foundation today presented gifts to sustain living and educational

assistance to orphaned refuges of a brutal civil war in northern Uganda.

Accepting the donations was Ms. Lawino “Christine” Kijange, Director of the Victoria Montessori

School in Entebbe, Uganda. Her husband, Joseph Olanya, is a member and Past President of the

Rotary Club of Entebbe. Presenting the gift were Bill Finke, President of the Winnetka-Northfield

Rotary Club, Joan Evanich President of the Winnetka-Northfield Rotary Charitable Foundation and

Tony Kambich, Past President of the Club and founder of the Deerfield Montessori School. Mr.

Kambich and his wife Carolyn were instrumental in establishing the Montessori school in Entebbe.

Proceeds from the grant will be used to upgrade the physical plant of the school, including a new

water storage system, and provide for living expenses for dozens of orphaned refugees from Uganda’s

civil war along its Northern border with Sudan.

During the presentation, Roger Morris, Past President of the Winnetka-Northfield Rotary Club,

honored Ms. Kijange with the prestigious Paul Harris Fellow Award for her humanitarian, life saving work for the children of Uganda. Ms. Kijange joins the President of Uganda and the Mayor of

Entebbe as the only non-Rotarian Ugandans to receive this honor.

The Rotary Club of Winnetka-Northfield first began work in Uganda in 1998 by establishing a very

successful micro-finance program in conjunction with Opportunity International of Oak Brook, IL.

During periodic visits to Entebbe as part of that initial program, Mr. Kambich met Mr. Olanya and his

teacher wife. Having established several Montessori schools in suburban Chicago, Mr. Kambich

brought his energy and expertise to helping establish the Victoria Montessori school.

The Winnetka Northfield Rotary Foundation contributes to local, national and international charities.

Local recipients include the Hadley School for the Blind, North Shore Senior Center, the Writers

Theater in Glencoe, Interfaith House and LEARN Charter School in Chicago. Nationally, the

foundation has supported the Children’s Library in Pass Christian, MS on the Gulf Coast.

Internationally, the foundation supports schools and libraries in Uganda, Nicaragua, Costa Rica and

Viet Nam.
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The Rotary Club of Winnetka-Northfield meets Thursdays from noon to 1:30 at the Winnetka

Community House for lunch and a speaker. Membership is open to service oriented residents and

workers of the area. Guests are welcome to attend. To learn more about the club and its schedule of

lunch programs, visit www.wnrotary.org.

